
	

THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
During which we are Highlighting the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy 

Mercy for the Month of October  

GIVE DRINK TO THE THIRSTY 

Each month during the Year of Mercy we will highlight one or two of the Corporal or Spiritual Works of 
Mercy.  We receive so many blessings from the Lord, the outpouring of His mercy and love.  We share that 
mercy and love with others in corporal, or material ways, as well as in spiritual ways.  Humans can survive 
longer without food than they can without drink.  As Pope Francis said in his recent encyclical Laudato Si, 
“access to safe drinkable water is a basic and universal human right, since it is essential to human survival 
and, as such, is a condition for the exercise of other human rights.” (30)   “Fresh drinking water is an issue of 
primary importance, since it is indispensable for human life and for supporting terrestrial and aquatic  
ecosystems. Sources of fresh water are necessary for health care, agriculture and industry. Water supplies 
used to be relatively constant, but now in many places demand exceeds the sustainable supply, with  
dramatic consequences in the short and long term.” (28)  These are our brothers and sisters—and Jesus 
Christ invites us to share with them from the mercies that we have received.    

MERCY IN ACTION 
There are countless ways that in your own life, 
through our parish ministries or in our local  
community you can help Give Drink to the Thirsty.  
Devoting an entire section of his recent encyclical 
Laudato Si on the issue and concern of water, Pope 
Francis stated:  “Our world has a grave social debt 
towards the poor who lack access to drinking  
water, because they are denied the right to a life consistent 
with their inalienable dignity. This debt can be paid 
partly by an increase in funding to provide clean 
water and sanitary services among the poor.  But 
water continues to be wasted, not only in the  
developed world but also in developing countries 
which possess it in abundance.  This shows that the 
problem of water is partly an educational and  
cultural issue, since there is little awareness of the 
seriousness of such behaviour within a context of 
great inequality.” (30)  
 
As we look for ways to provide the poor in our 
midst and far beyond with this basic human right of 
access to clean drinking water, let us also never take 
for granted the gift of clean water with which we 
are blessed, and strive not to waste this precious 
resource. 
How are you Merciful like the Father? 

PATRON SAINT OF THE MONTH:   
ST. PETER CLAVER 
St. Peter left Spain in order to become a missionary 
in the New World.  Arriving in Cartagena, the  
principle slave market of the West, his life was one 
of caring for these poor souls.  When a ship would 
run onboard and enter the packed slave deck.  
While the kindness was a welcome gift, so too was 
the water which he would bring to quench their 
thirst.  He also often brought some food and even 
some medicine.  It was a place of inhumanity.  As 
the slaves were taken off the ships, he would visit 
them in the pens, with more food and water,  
sometimes even tobacco, as well as with picture 
drawings to help communicate with them.  Besides 
meeting their material needs, he would instruct 
them in the basics of the faith, and is estimated to 
have baptized over 
300,000 slaves—
visiting them on the 
plantations, and 
fighting for their  
civil and religious 
rights as he was 
able, and continuing 
to share with them 
God’s mercy. 


