
IOWA Form E 
Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is the IOWA Form E? The Iowa Assessment from Houghton Mifflin Harcourt – 
Riverside, measures student achievement using next generation learning standards, 
including Common Core. The IOWA Form E has been described as more challenging, 
with increased rigor, to reflect the new standards.  
 
How is the IOWA Form E different from the formerly used ITBS?  The new IOWA 
Form E test uses Common Core Language. The questions are written using more 
complex language and sentence structure, which requires students to go beyond the 
literal interpretation. In switching to the fall IOWA, as was recommended by the Seattle 
Office of Catholic Schools, we have established a brand new baseline. From here on 
out we’ll have longitudinal data to monitor student progress. 
 
Why did Holy Rosary switch the timing of the test from the spring to the fall? 
Based upon the recommendation from the Office of Catholic Schools, Holy Rosary is 
one of 30 Seattle area Catholic schools in the fall IOWA testing Consortium.  
 
How are my child’s scores affected by the timing of the test? The fall norms were 
applied to this testing window. At grade 3, for example, each student was compared to 
other 3rd grade students across the nation who were administered the test at the same 
time of year. Therefore, our 3rd graders would have had as much instruction as other 
3rd grade students in the standardization.  If we were to administer the same test in the 
spring, it would be expected that our students would know more, and likewise, so would 
others taking the test at that time. The spring norms would apply in that case. The 
percentile rankings for any particular student would be expected to remain about the 
same, regardless of the timing of the testing window. In general, we have found no 
significant negative impact in switching the testing window from spring to fall.  
 
How will the school use this testing information? How can the parents use this 
information? One advantage of the fall testing window, is that it provides data that can 
shed light on students’ strengths and weaknesses, which can then inform instruction for 
the remainder of the school year. Teachers will use test data to identify trends among 
students in their classrooms. This will determine areas of emphasis for instruction, as 
well as influence recommendations for supplemental programs. We have found that 
both our new Math and Language Arts programs support the new standards and 
provide practice with analyzing text as well as the more rigorous line of questioning. We 
will factor in the IOWA test data as we continue our curriculum studies and program 
updates. Parents can use the information to identify areas for growth as they work to 
support their children at home.  
 
Should I be concerned if my child did not perform as I expected?  
Although standardized testing is important, it is just one measure of any particular 
student's overall academic performance. The informal and formal classroom 
assessments conducted throughout the year, such as quizzes, tests, projects and 



presentations often provide the most authentic picture of a student's academic progress. 
If your child’s test scores are not what you would expect based on his or her day to day 
academic performance, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher to discuss your 
concerns.  
 
Proficiency Level Categorizations 
 
• 75-99%ile: Advanced This level represents a superior performance. Students 

demonstrate a comprehensive and complex understanding of the knowledge and 
skills measured by this assessment, at this grade, in this content area.  
 

• 50-74%ile: Proficient: This level represents a solid performance. Students 
demonstrate a competent and adequate understanding of the knowledge and 
skills measured by this assessment, at this grade, in this content area. 

 
• 25-49%ile: Basic: This level represents a basic level performance. Students 

demonstrate a partial understanding of the knowledge and skills measured by 
this assessment, at this grade, in this content area. 

 
• 0-24%ile: Below Basic: Students performing at this level do not meet the grade level 

standards in this area.  


